RESOLUTION

Having served for 25 years as a Director of the Henry Luce Foundation, Robert Eddy Armstrong has announced his plan to retire from the Board of Directors in December 2008 when he concludes his current term.  Mr. Armstrong’s contributions to the Luce Foundation span more than half of the Foundation’s history, beginning with his appointment to the staff in 1970, his subsequent promotion to executive director in 1983 and then president until his retirement in 1992, and his election to this board in 1983.  His fellow Directors and Members of the Foundation now wish to recognize with gratitude and appreciation his years of exemplary leadership and devoted service.  


From the outset, Mr. Armstrong brought to the Luce Foundation a commitment to the best traditions of American philanthropy, and today’s practices continue to reflect his vision and care.  In his 22 years on staff, he nurtured programs that have become the Foundation’s signature, including the Luce Scholars, the Henry R. Luce Professorships, the Luce Fund for Asian Studies, the Luce Fund for Scholarship in American Art, and the Clare Boothe Luce Program for Women in Science, Mathematics and Engineering. Elected to the Board of Directors when he was named Executive Director in 1983, he guided the Foundation as its assets dramatically increased, the scope of its programs widened, and it became one of the fifty largest private foundations in the United States.  


The Luce Foundation’s grant-making and governance continue to reflect Mr. Armstrong’s wisdom, professionalism and collegiality.  He has remained faithful to the inspiration of Henry R. Luce, encouraging the Foundation to seek excellence in all of our work and not to fear risk.  Generations of colleagues have benefited from his counsel, and count his friendship as a great privilege. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Directors of the Henry Luce Foundation hereby record our admiration, respect and gratitude for the leadership of Robert Eddy Armstrong.  The Directors are honored to confer upon him the title of Director Emeritus, and look forward to our continued association in years to come. 

